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Translator  comments 

This  Relation  was  not  dated  by  the  author  but  it  is  positioned  between  Relations  from 
1639  and  1641  and  it  is  known  the  author  was  a  slave  in  Algiers  from  1638  to  1642.  It 
appears  the  first  exchange  was  in  1640  or  1641.  Monsieur  D’ Aranda  wrote  his  account 
several  years  after  the  events  described,  and,  from  his  story,  we  gather  that  an  extended 
period  of  time  has  transpired  from  their  first  contact  and  the  resolution  of  the  situation. 
That  the  author  does  not  pinpoint  the  date  comes  as  no  surprise. 

The  Icelandic  raid  occurred  in  1627  and  this  functions  as  an  acceptable  secondary  source 
assisting  in  establishing  that  the  raid  did  occur.  It  is  also  the  original  source  of  the  story  of 
the  people  involved  which  has  been  retold  by  others  since  1665. 


The  original  article  begins  on  page  5. 


Relation  of  the  captivity  and  freedom  of 
Sieur  Emanuel  Dr Aranda,  formerly  a  slave  in  Algiers 


Relation  XLIII: 

The  ungodly  Piety  of  an  Icelandic  Slave. 

Even  though  the  Icelanders  believe  they  have  no  other  enemies  than  poverty  &  ice;  one 
of  which  is  perpetual  &  the  other  lasts  for  eight  months  a  year  for  them;  nevertheless, 
Algiers  owed  them,  due  to  its  detestable  avarice,  the  benefit  of  freedom  which  they  alone 
possess,  without  siding  with  any  nation  in  the  world.  When  I  left  Algiers,  in  the  year 
1642,  a  boy  dressed  in  the  Turkish  style  came  to  find  me  after  having  learned  that  I  was  a 
slave  from  Dunkirk,  and  that  I  intended  to  return  through  Madrid.  He  gave  me  a  request, 
written  down  in  very  good  very  Latin,  begging  me  to  present  it  to  the  Ambassador  of  the 
King  of  Denmark  who  was  serving  in  the  court  of  the  Catholic  Majesty.  I  was  astonished 
at  this  conjunction  of  circumstances  that  a  Turk  asked  for  something  in  Latin  from  a 
person  from  Denmark;  I  couldn't  understand  the  French  language  with  which  he  first 
approached  me.  I  learned  it  since  then  because  I  wanted  to  be  enlightened  about  this 
adventure.  You  can  said  this  boy  to  me,  make  the  greatest  venture  of  charity  that  a 
Christian  ever  made  to  a  Christian,  and  continuing,  he  told  me  all  the  accidents  of  his 
life,  to  show  me  the  justice  of  his  pretensions.  He  said 

A  few  years  ago  an  Icelandic  Renegade,  having  been  raiding  for  a  long  time  with 
the  Corsairs  of  this  Town,  without  taking  any  catch,  proposed  to  the  Captain  who 
was  annoyed  at  not  having  caught  anything,  to  sail  to  Iceland,  and  to  land  there 
and  capture  the  Icelanders  who  did  not  know  that  there  were  such  barbarians  in 
the  world.  The  proposal  was  considered  by  the  Captain,  and  subsequently  this 
enterprise  was  committed  by  this  perfidious  Icelander.  In  a  short  time  the  Turks 
went  to  a  secure  place,  known  to  the  Entrepreneur,  near  this  Isle,  and  landed  fifty 
soldiers  using  a  wooden  skiff  and  forced  some  800  souls  -  men,  women,  & 
children  -  to  go  to  the  Corsair  ship,  &  then  these  prisoners  were  sold  in  this  city, 
in  the  way  you  say,  as  Slaves.  Several  died  from  the  change  of  air;  others 
despaired  of  being  redeemed,  while  a  small  number  still  constantly  bears  the 
rigorous  work  of  slavery  with  some  hope  that  Christian  IV,  King  of  Denmark,  will 
have  compassion  on  them,  his  subjects.  To  this  end,  they  believe  he  could  be 
moved  by  his  Ambassador  who  lives  in  Madrid.  Then  continuing,  he  said  do  not 
be  surprised  that  I  am  interested  in  this  affair  with  so  much  passion;  though 
looking  Turkish,  and  dressed  in  their  fashion,  I  am  a  native  of  Iceland,  and  I  was 
captured  in  my  country  with  my  mother,  &  the  rest  of  the  people  like  I just  said. 

After  having  been  a  slave  for  two  years,  my  boss,  who  was  about  to  die,  gave  me 
my  freedom,  on  condition  that  I  would  obtain  freedom  for  my  poor  Mother.  She 
suffered  an  unbearable  slavery,  working  painfully  every  day,  &  being  beaten 
without  mercy.  Since  regaining  my  liberty  I  have  been  in  the  pay  of  Bassa,  doing 
errands,  and  saved  some  one  hundred  Patagons,  that  I  planned  to  redeem  my 
Mother  from  the  More  to  which  she  was  a  Slave,  but  the  dog  having  heard  my 


offer,  treated  her  worse  in  order  to  make  me  pay  two  hundred  Patagons.  I  had  no 
way,  having  used  all  my  credit  to  get  the  other  hundred  Patagons.  Then  a  good 
Turkish  man  granted  me  the  rest,  in  return  for  which  he  hired  my  mother,  and  she 
is  now  fairly  well  treated.  But  if  I  were  to  die,  she  would  be  in  the  same  reduced 
state  as  before  and  would  not  enjoy  liberty  for  the  rest  of  her  life. 

This  discourse  having  moved  me  with  pity,  I  gave  all  the  possible  testimonies  to  assure 
this  boy  of  the  good  will  which  he  had  engendered  in  me  and  to  address  his  request.  Since 
having  arrived  in  Madrid,  where  I  found  the  Ambassador  of  Denmark,  Sieur  Hilaire 
Vlefelt,  an  illustrious  highborn  and  virtuous  knight,  to  whom  I  related  the  content  of  the 
request,  as  it  had  been  lost  when  we  were  shipwrecked.  He  encouraged  me  to  tell  the 
King  of  Denmark  all  about  it,  reminding  me  a  great  deal  of  his  benevolence. 

Since  returning  to  Flanders,  Bernard  d' Aranda  my  brother,  some  time  later,  passed  our 
business  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  &  to  Comificio  Vlefet,  brother  of  the  Ambassador,  & 
Grand  Master  of  the  said  Kingdom,  and  a  Gentleman,  assured  me  that  the  King  of 
Denmark,  on  the  advice  of  his  Ambassador,  by  the  way  of  Leghorn,  had  redeemed  the 
suffering  Icelanders,  including  this  Mother  whose  son  had  abandoned  his  soul  to  gain  the 
freedom  of  his  body  through  an  unholy  piety. 
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delbfperez  pour'  iamaiS  de  liber te  ,  au  mef- 
me  lour  qii’ifs  fe  deuoieht  entbrafl'er  hors  de 
l’EYcIauage. 

RELATION  XLI  II. 


La  fiirctc  imfie  dl'vn  Efclaue  ijlaridois. 
Ncore  bien  quc  ies  Iflandois  druflent 
n’auoir  point  d’a  urres  ennemis  que  l* 
pauUret£,v&  la  glaYrd,  don^fvneleur  eft  per- 
peluelle,&  1’aurre  leur  dure  huit  mois  par 
an  ;  neantmoins  Alger  leur  enuia,  par  fon 
anarice  detellable,  Id  bien  de  la  libertequ’ils 


164a. vn  gir^on  couuert  ala Turqi 
vine  trouuer  >  lequel  ayant  appris  que  i’e- 
ftois  Efclaue  Donquerquois ,  &  qUe  i’auois 
delfein  depaflerpar  Madrid ,  me  bailla  vne 
Rcqueftc  ,  tres-bien  couch cc  en  Latin  ,  me 
p  riant  de  la  prefenter  a  TAm  ballad  cur  du 
Roy  de  Danernarck:,  pres  de  fa  Majeftc  Ca- 
tlidliquc: le  fits  etonne  de  cette  cdhjoAdVion 
de  circonftahces  ^  qu'vn  Ture'  demaiidbic 
quclque  chofe  cn  Latin  d’vne  perfonne  de 
la  Nation  Danoife  $  ie  nepouuois  pas  iuger 


c*c  ftvp  ourqU  by  id;  rv  ou  I  ’  d  c  I  ai  tc  i  rdd  £  e  t  pf 

fain  'ie  plus  grand  tenure  de  charrt'e ,  que  la- 
Trials  Chrefiien  fit  a  -vn  Chrejlicn  ,  Si  Conti¬ 
nuant  ;  il  me  raconta  tous  Its  aCcidcns  de  fa 
vie  ,  pour  me  Faire  voir  la  Iuftice  de  Fes  pre- 
ten  lions.  Il  j  a  quel^ues  annees,dxx.-\)i<ju''vri 
Ijlandols  Renegut ,  ajant  efie  long-temft  en 


D’EMANVEL  D’ARANDA.  itj 

ecurfe  wec  les  Corfyircsvde  c^Vtllt nfoxtj 

fairc -wctm.t&jk* 

che  de  n  auoir  rien  at  t  rape  ,  de  fatre  ■voile 
•vers  l' jjlande  3  d'j  mettre  piejd  d  terre , 
four  prendre  des  ijlandois  ,  Icfypels  ne  fpa- 
uoiertt,  pfiint  qua  l  j  eut  de  ces  EarJares  aif 
monde,  mrWWSMMtf**  ai£reee  dg^abiy 
tame }  Uconduite.de  %tte.  enfije- 

prifi  futc'COfflftiife  d  ce,  ferjxde  if  an  dots .  En. 
feu  de  tfmps  les  Turcsfe  rend/ rent  en  un  it  at 
ajfure  }  count*  de  l' Entrepreneur ,  pres  de  cette 
Ijle ,  &  enuojerent  cinquante  Jbldatsauec  ■vn 
*/W*f  mjerm  LtJmlpforcerent,  Wf/gye  Joy, 
ssms  y  homntej  >  jimti  ?  &  tfffWi  >J«U& 
an  •va/Jfeau  de  ces  Cerfatryj,  0  p^  yendfr 
rent,  en  cette  ■ville  tons  ces  prtfonniers  pour 
efire  Efclaues ,  de  la  fapon  que  yous  JpaueZ. 
Plupeftrs,  moururent  du  changemetot  d’a/r , 
d'^tresi  rettterenr  par  defeat r  d'ejln  ra- 

ftwmw  kimzimtm  fe&M****##?,** 

quelque  efperance  ,q?eChr. tfiian  IV.  Roj  de 
Danemarct^duquel  tls  font  (ub\etf,  t  aura  com- 
pajiion  d'eux*  d  laquelle  ills  croyent  qtj  tl  pour- 
'r*xtfije  etpetty  par  I'entremife  de  fan  ^mbafi 
MW:  Krfdcnt  *  Madrid,  Pui$  pqurdiiuant, 

Wr/W?^  MteVMBnb™?  <Vhtih*i('&h 

Tn  tnterejje  auec  tant  de.  ffJSson  en  cette  affai- 

r6\i'&ldPt  %KK£} .  -Mffii  d.  1™S  snodtje  Jit  is 
nattf  d' ijlande  3  0  te  Jus  enleue  de  mon  Pais 
auec  ma  Mere  ,  le  rejl.e  de  la  troupe ,  que  te 
• viens  de  dire,  astpres  auoir  ejle  deux  ans  Ej'- 
claue  ,  mon  Patron  ■venant  d  mourtr.me  don - 
na  U  liberte ,  a  condition  de  renter  ,iaque(lc 


*88  RELATIONS  PARTIC  VLIERES 

t'ay  executee  four  procurer  la  Itberte  a  ma 
fauure  Mere  ,  laquelle  fcuffroit  vn-  in/up  por¬ 
table  efclauage  t  trauatllant  peniblemtnt  tout 
les  tours  efiant  battue  fans  pitic-Depud 
rnon  ajfrauchtjjcment  i'ay  cjte  a  la  folde  du 
Bajfa  ,  allant  en  cotirje  >  ajant  cpargne 
que  l que  cent  Patagcns  ,  auec  Ujqttcls  ie  pre- 
tevdois  racheter  ma  Mere  d'vn  More  ,  duquel 
elle  efioit  Efclaue  ,  mats  le  chien  ajant  veu 
mes  cjfreSjla  traifta  plus  mal  qu auparauant, 
pour  me  faire  dormer  deux  cent  patagcns 
ie  rifus  point  de  repos ,  que  ie  neus  employe 
tout  men  credit  pour  recouurer  les  autre s  'cent 
patagons}quvn  Turchomme  de  bien  me  prefix 
mojtnnant  qu  il  aurett  ma  Mere  en  gage  >  at 
file  eft  maintenant  ajfez.  bien  traittce}mais  fi 
ie  vends  a  moqrir » clle  Jeroit  redutte  ccmme 
auparauantj  £5?  ne  joiijroit  point  de  U  liberte 
toitte  fa  vie ,  Ce  difcours  m’ayant  emeu  a  pi- 
tie,  ie  donnay  tous  les  temoignages  poffi- 
bles,pour  afTurer  ce  gar^on  dela  bonne  vo- 
lont6  que  i’auois  ,  d’addrefler  cette  requefte; 
&  depuis  eftant  arriuc  a  Madrid,  ie  fus  trou- 
uer TAmbafladeur  de  DanemarcK  ,  le  fieur 
Hilaire  Vlefelt ,  Cheualier  de  naifiance  illu- 
ftre  ,orn£  de  vertus ,  auquel  ie  fis  la  rcla-r 
tion  du  contenude  la  requefte,laquelle  i’a¬ 
uois  perdu  en  faifanc  naufrage,  il  me  pro¬ 
mpt  d’enauertirle  Roy  de  DanemarcK,  me 
t^moignant  beaucoup  de  bien- veillance. 

Depuis  eftant  deretonr  en  Flandres,  com- 
me  le  fieur  Bernard  d’Ararida  rnon  Frere, 
quelque  temps  apres  ,  pafl'a  par  chez  nous 
pour  les  affaires  du  Roy  de  DanemarcK, 

’  .  de 


D'EMANVEL  D'ARANDA.’ 
de  Gornificio  Vlefet,  Frere  de  cer  Ambafla- 
deur,  &  grand  Maiftre  dudit  Royaume,  done 
il  eftoit  Gentil-homme ,  il  ma/fura  que  le 
Roy  de  DarinemarcK  ,  fur  1‘auis  de  Ton  Am- 
bafiadeur ,  par  Ja  voye  de  Liuourne  auoit  ra-> 
chetc  ces  pauures  Iflandois,  &entr’antres 
cette  Mere,  dont  le  Fils  auoit  abandonne 
Ton  ame  ,  pour  luy  acquerir  la  liberty  dll 
corps  ,  par  Ynepiet^  impie. 

RELATION  XL  IV, 

Les  malheurcux  Corfittres . 

LEs  Entrepreneurs'  font  eftimez  felon  le 
bon  ou  le  niauuais  fuccez  de  leurs  entre- 
prifes  5  on  les  fait  pafler  pour  courageux  Sc 
prudens,  fi  la  fortune  leur  eft  fauorable 
mais  s’ils  en  re^oiuent  quelque  reuers ,  le 
defaftre  leur  eft  affigne  pour  chaftimenrdc 
leur  temeritc  Sc  folic.  L’on  a  veudes  pirates 
Sc  des  voleurs  ,  qui  fe  font  rendus  Generaux 
d’armies  nauales ,  &  de  puiflans  Monar- 
ques ,  loiiez  Sc  honoiez  par  vn  moyen  que 
les  autres  ont  eftc  meprifez,  iufqu’a  eftre 
pendus  >  ou  mis  a  la  rame  de  leur  propre 
galere.  Quatre  Cadets  Francois  feront  td- 
moins  de  cefentiment  commun,icne  dis 
pas  qu’ils  eftoienr  Pirates  ou  voleurs ,  mais 
Corfaires  a  deux  patentes.  Lanaiflance  nc 
les  auoit  pas  pourueus  de  grandes  oommo- 
ditez ,  mais  leur  courage  les  fir  refoudre  l’an 
j6}6.  d’armer  vn  Vaifleau  pour  aller  en 
courfe  ,  afin  de  faire  quelque  bonne  fortu¬ 
ne  ,  amaflans  enuiron  iyooo.  francs  ,  done 
ils  equiperem  vne  Fregatte  de  dix  pieces. 
Peux  d’entr'eux ,  qui  eftoient  Cheualiers  de 

N 
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